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The Beginning 


he First Annual Rotation of Exhibits of the MWB 
Robert M. Richmond Memorial Museum. 


Welcome to the first annual Rotation of 
the historical collection of the MWB 
Robert M. Richmond Memorial Library 
and Museum which we are calling, “The 
Beginning”. 


The exhibit “The Beginning” is made of 
items that are very much a part of the 
Grand Lodge of Oregon early history. 


The exhibit is a self-guided tour using this 
handout and the QR Codes provided. 


You can start the walking tour by using 
your phone’s QR Code reader which 
open up the exhibit item to view it closer. 


The tour starts out with Item No. 1 to the 
end of the tour. The location of the items 
are explained at the start of each item in 
the handout. 


There is also a provided mini- 
documentary at the start of the handout 
that is also accessed by using the QR 
Reader on your phone. 


We hope you enjoy The Beginning. 


Grand Lodge of Oregon A. F. and A. M. 
Library and Museum Committee 


v: [m] The Min-Documentary 






“The Beginning” 


l. Oregon Spectator (Locate No. 1 bottom shelf left in cabinet) 


ae a. Joseph Hull, Peter G: Stewart, and William P . 
Dougherty placed a notice in the first issue of the 
Oregon Spectator, at Oregon City, on February 5, 1846, 
which read, "The members of the Masonic fraternity in 
Oregon Territory are respectfully requested to meet at 
the City Hotel in Oregon City, on the 21st inst. to adopt 
some measure to obtain a charter for a lodge." 
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2; Kellogg Trunk and its contents 
(Locate No. 2 bottom shelf center in the cabinet) 


a. 


The Grand Lodge of Missouri was the nearest Grand 
Lodge to the Oregon Country. To get the petition to the 
Missouri Grand Lodge, so that it could be acted upon at 
the 1846 annual communication, was a serious problem 
since at that time there was no mail service, and letters 
could be sent only by private messengers. Dougherty 
agreed to secure a messenger, and to defray all necessary 
expenses. He was able to obtain the services of Joel 
Palmer, subsequently amember of Multnomah Lodge 
and still later a member of Lafayette Lodge, who 
delivered the petition to James A. Spratt at Platte City, 
Missouri. Spratt, a friend of Dougherty, secured the 
sponsorship of Platte City Lodge No. 56, and presented 
it to the Grand Lodge of Missouri. That Grand body 
granted a charter to Multnomah Lodge No. 84 on 
October 17, 1846, and authorized Joseph Hull, as 
Worshipful Master, William P. Dougherty, as Senior 
Warden, and Fendal C. Cason, as Junior Warden, to 
open and hold a lodge at Oregon City, Oregon Territory. 
Spratt assumed the responsibility of placing the charter 
in safe hands for delivery to the members at Oregon 
City. This took time but he finally secured the promise 
of F. B. Cornwall, who was organizing a party for 
Oregon, to deliver the charter. This important instrument 
he enclosed in a tin container, to preserve it from the 
elements. Cornwall's emigrant train did not leave St. 
Joseph, Missouri, until April, 1848, and was held up at 
Omaha by hostile Indians until the party was augmented 
by a large wagon train from Ohio. When the combined 
party arrived at Fort Hall, near what is now known as 
Pocatello, Idaho, they learned of the discovery of gold in 
California, and Cornwall decided to join a group for the 
California gold diggings. He turned the charter over to 
Orin and Joseph Kellogg father and son, members of the 
Ohio wagon train, who agreed to deliver the charter at 
Oregon City. Joseph Kellogg placed the charter and its 
tin container in a cowhide trunk, which he had made in 
1834, and with his father delivered it to the officers of 
the lodge at Oregon City on September 11, 1848. Thus 
two years, seven months, and six days elapsed between 
the notice in the Oregon Spectator and the arrival of the 
charter at Oregon City 
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Multnomah No. 84 Chartered from the Grand Lodge of Missouri 
(Locate No. 3 left top shelf in cabinet) 


a. 


The foregoing data on the formation of Multnomah 
Lodge No. 84, at Oregon City, 1s substantiated, but the 
work of the lodge from September 11, 1848 to 1858, 
cannot be satisfactorily determined, because of the fires 
of January, 1860 and January 10, 1885. The first fire 
destroyed the charter issued by the Grand Lodge of 
Missouri, the jewels, and other property; the second fire 
destroyed the records.of the lodge, 1846 to 1858. 


Refer to Item No. 2 Kellogg Trunk and its contents for 
further information 


Multnomah No. | Chartered from the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
Territory 


(Locate No. 4 left top shelf in cabinet) 


a. 


First Annual Communication At Oregon City, 1851. The 
Oregon Grand Lodge held its first annual 
communication on September 15, 1851. It was a short 
meeting, devoted entirely to filling in the framework of 
the Grand Lodge. Thus, the charters of the lodges were 
endorsed on their reverse sides with their new numbers, 
in the sequence of their original charters: Multnomah 
No. I, Willamette No. 2, and Lafayette No. 3. (Note the 
original Charter was burned and this 1874 replacement 
Charter was re-created by the grand Lodge of Oregon in 
1874) 


Refer to Item No. 2 Kellogg Trunk and its contents for 
further information 
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Willamette No. 11 Chartered from the Grand Lodge of 
California and Willamette No. 2 Chartered from the Grand 
Lodge of Oregon Territory 


(Locate No. 5 right top shelf in cabinet) 


a. 


They drew up a petition for a dispensation for a lodge at 
Portland under the name of Willamette, directed it to the 
Grand Lodge of California, and chose Stark and Tyron 
as delegates to secure the instrument. Signers of the 
petition were: James Long, Thomas J . Hobbs, Albert E. 
Wilson, William M. King, Benjamin Stark, Jacob 
Goldsmith, Nathan Crosby, Samuel W. Bell, Ralph 
Wilcox, S. H. Tyron, Joseph B. V. Butler, Robert 
Thompson, J. W. Whapels and George H. Flanders. 
Stark and Tyron went to San Francisco by sea, secured 
the sponsorship of Davy Crockett Lodge, and presented 
the petition to the Grand Master of California, Jonathan 
D. Stevenson, who issued the dispensation on July 5, 
1850. Tyron returned to Portland with the dispensation 
and the Proxy of the Grand Master to organize the lodge, 
and set it to work, which that important event was 
accomplished in the evening of July 17, 1850. 





6. Lafayette No. 15 Chartered from the Grand Lodge of California 
and Lafayette No. 3 Chartered from the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
Territory 


(Locate No. 6 right top shelf in cabinet) 


a. First Annual Communication At Oregon City, 1851. The 
Oregon Grand Lodge held its first annual 
communication on September 15, 1851. It was a short 
meeting, devoted entirely to filling in the framework of 

SCAN M E the Grand Lodge. Thus, the charters of the lodges were 

endorsed on their reverse sides with their new numbers, 

in the sequence of their original charters: Multnomah 

No. I, Willamette No. 2, and Lafayette No. 3. 








7. Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 1851 — 1866 
(Locate No. 7 left bottom shelf in cabinet) 
a. The Grand Lodge of Oregon has a jewel of an Historical 


item known as the;“Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon 1851-1866.” This ledger is beautifully written 
and holds the early work of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
Territory and its progress through 1866. The 
Proceedings are open to the pages where the Grand 
SCAN M E Lodge of Oregon Territory was officially created and the 
first Grand Master and his Officers elected and installed. 











Freemasons who were at “The Beginning. 


(Locate No. 8 left bottom shelf in cabinet) 


a. 


The First Grand Master was MWB Berryman Jennings, 
Deputy Grand Master was John Elliot. The Senior 
Grand Warden was William Berry. The Junior Grand 
Warden was John Ainsworth. Robert Thompson was 
elected and installed as the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
Treasurer and lastly Benjamin Stark became the first 
Grand Secretary. It is interesting to note that the 
following original Grand Lodge of Oregon Officers 
became future Grand Masters of Oregon: MWB John 
Elliot, PGM 1853: MWB John Ainsworth, PGM 1854- 
1855; and PGM Benjamin Stark, 1857-1858. (Note: 
William Berry has no known photograph. He dropped 
off the recorded history of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
soon after the Grand Lodge of Oregon was created.) 


Original Grand Lodge of Oregon Territory Banner. 


(Locate No. 9 left middle shelf in cabinet) 


a. This is the only known picture of the original banner of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
Territory. The location of this banner is not known. 


SCAN ME 





10 The Past Grand Master Jewels of the First Grand Master of 
Oregon MWB Berryman Jennings. 


(Locate No. 10 left middle shelf in cabinet) 


a. 


The Past Grand Master Jewels worn by our First Grand 
Master Berryman Jennings are one of the Grand Lodge 
of Oregon Museums prized possessions. These two 
jewels were given to the Grand Lodge of Oregon by the 
family of PGM Berryman Jennings after his death. 


11 Couch building which was the first building that Willamette Lodge met in 1850 


(Locate No. 11 center middle shelf in cabinet) 


a. The initial meeting of Willamette Lodge U.D. was held in the upper story of the Couch 
warehouse, near the Willamette River, between S.W. Burnside and Couch Street. Officers 
installed were James P. Long, Worshipful Master; Ralph-Wilcox, Senior Warden; 
Thomas J. Hobbs, Junior Warden; William M. King, Treasurer; Benjamin Stark, 
Secretary; J. W. Whapels, Senior Deacon; Dennis Tyron, Junior Deacon; and J. V. Butler, 
Tyler. Fees for the degrees were set at $100, affiliation at $10, affixing the seal of the 
lodge $2, and dues per month $2. 

a. Note: Back in 1851 $100 would be equivalent today to $3450.00, $10 would be 
equivalent to $345.00 today, and $2.00 would be equivalent to $69.00 in 2021. 





12 The Bylaws of the First Three Masonic Lodges Chartered in the Oregon Territory. 
(Locate No. 12 center top shelf in cabinet) 


a. Past Grand Historian Worshipful Brother Michael Robinson created this framed historical 
piece which has the printed bylaws of the first three lodges of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 
Territory. 


13. Willamette No. 2 first Masonic Building. 
(Locate No. 13 right middle shelf in cabinet) 


a. The first Masonic Building ever erected in Oregon was 
built in 1859. In this building was the home of 
Willamette No. 2 from 1859-1872. The inscribed stone 
was removed January 1914. (Please locate number 14 
and 14a on the walking tour for more information) 
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14 Willamette No. 2 Capstone 
(Locate No. 14 left of cabinet laying on floor) 


a. Refer to Power Point 


Power Point 


14a. Picture showing the Willamette No. 2 Masonic Building with 
and without the Capstone. 


(Also refer to No. 13 right middle shelf in cabinet) 


a. Refer to Power Point 
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15. Lafayette No. 3 Bylaws 1851 


(Locate No. 15 right bottom shelf in cabinet) 
a. On loan from Union No. 3 A. F. and A. M. 


b. The original minutes from the 1850s is missing. All that 
is left from the early days of Lafayette No. 15 / No. 3 is 
the original handwritten Constitution / Bylaws. These 
were most likely copied from the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon Territory minutes after the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon Territory was formed. 


16 Lafayette No. 15 and No. 3 Charter Tube and Charter copies inside of tube 
(Locate No. 16 right bottom shelf in cabinet) 


a. 


b. 


On loan from Union No. 3 A. F. and A. M. 


The metal tube located within the cabinets contains the original facsimiles of the Charters 
of Lafayette No. 15 from the Grand Lodge of California and Lafayette No. 3 chartered by 
the Grand Lodge of Oregon. The metal tube is very old and has been in the collection of 
Lafayette No. 3 or Union No. 3 for many years but 1t 1s not sure at this time if the tube is 
the original tube that was used to house the original Charters of Lafayette Lodge. 


